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This distinctive blrd gives a tumbllng display flight over breeding terrltories in spring.

WHAT DO LAPWINGS NEED?

Bare ground or short Lots of soil and ground
vegetation for nesting invertebrates throughout
from mid-March to June the year

GUIDELINES OVERLEAF
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HOW CAN | ENCOURAGE LAPWINGS?

ON SET-ASIDE
@ In areas with breeding lapwings, seek

PRIORITY
ACTION

Provide spring tillage or

ON ARABLE LAND
e After mid-March, try to avoid

ON GRASSLAND
@ Do you have any unimproved

a derogation from the set-aside rules
to cultivate a field or a two hectare
plot. This should ideally be located
adjacent to grazed pasture, and
should not be near a wood or tall
hedge. It should be ploughed in
November, or ploughed and disced in
February, to create a fallow area for
nesting from mid-March onwards.
Avoid cutting or cultivating the plot
between mid-March and mid-July.

e In purely arable areas, lapwings can
make use of a set-aside derogation
plot if the vegetation remains short
or sparse through until mid-July. It
may be necessary to spray the plot
to control the regeneration in May
or June.

destroying lapwing nests during
cultivation, hoeing or rolling
operations. If a series of operations is
necessary, try to undertake them all
within a week, so that failed pairs can
re-nest safely.

In mixed farming areas, plan the
rotation to ensure that some spring-
sowing or a set-aside derogation plot
is located next to grazed pasture every
year.

pastures where a short, tussocky
sward can be maintained with a low
stocking rate throughout the spring?
A high proportion of lapwing nests
will be trampled if stock levels exceed
one cow per hectare between mid-
March and the end of June. Heavy
grazing from late summer onwards
will provide a short sward for nesting
lapwings the following spring.

Create or keep damp meadows or
pastures. Lapwings find more food on
areas that have damp soils throughout
the summer. You can wet areas by
raising ditch water levels or blocking
field drains. Even small wet areas in
field corners can create feeding areas
for chicks.

Growing spring-sown arable fodder
crops will benefit lapwings in areas
that are largely improved grassland.
The spring tillage provides nesting
habitat for lapwing and adjacent
grazed pasture provides good feeding
habitat. Try to avoid destroying
lapwing nests during operations after
mid-March.

Many of these guidelines may be funded
by agri-environment schemes. In
England, new arable options to benefit
lapwings can be funded by the
Countryside Stewardship Scheme from

Agricultural Adviser, The RSPB,
UK Headquarters, The Lodge,
Sandy, Bedfordshire SG19 2DL.
Tel: 01767 680551
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short, extensively grazed
pasture for nesting.

SET-ASIDE
MANAGEMENT

If spring crops are not a
practical option, you can
create a lapwing plot on set-
aside using a derogation.

2002. You can get further information on Farming and Wildlife Advisory The Game Conservancy Trust, Fordingbridge,
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